
The Hero's Journey
Today and Beyond...

-Extra Credit-

The hero's journey is a universal element of storytelling. The roots of the Journey reach back to 
stories told before recorded history, and the journey continues to this day, inspiring story tellers 
across the world. 

For this extra credit assignment, you will be tasked with identifying the elements of the hero's 
journey in modern cinema and literature. You will be given samples of literature and movies with which 
you are probably already familiar, and tasked with reviewing one of the stories and identifying stages 
of the hero's journey. You will receive up to 4 points for each stage you adequately identify and 
explain—there are 17 stages in the hero's journey identified in class 
(http://www.mcli.dist.maricopa.edu/smc/journey/main.html). The more stages you identify in your 
assignment, the more extra credit you will receive. Understand that not all stories will include all 17 
stages, but they should each include most of them. 

To receive full credit for each stage, you must:
● Identify the stage (call to adventure, road of trials, etc.)
● Tell which scene from the book or movie fulfills this stage, and explain the scene in detail to 

show why the scene fulfills the stage

Star Wars is magnificent for mythological traits, but has been done to death; 
therefore, I will limit you to the following four book/movie series.

A sample of a full-credit entry:
 Call to Adventure:

In Star Wars, Luke Skywalker is working for his uncle, unaware of his 
ancestry and destiny. His uncle buys two "droids", one of which, R2-D2, is on his 
own journey to find Obi-wan Kenobi to deliver a holographic message from 
Princess Leia. Luke sees the hologram of the princess and is captivated by her 
image. Luke follows the droid, and meets Obiwan who asks Luke to come with 
him to rescue the princess. This is the beginning of Luke's call. 
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