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Hello DSA Community,   
 I hope this finds you all well! We have 
made it through our first significant snow fall 
and winter is off to a mild start. I hope the 
holidays are joyous and peaceful. In this 
newsletter, I want to focus on school wide 
fundraising possibilities. There are so many 
ways to assist DSA in our fundraising 
endeavors and many are things we already do 
every day, week, month and/or year. What I am 
about to list are only a few possibilities. I am 
sure there are many more and we would love to 
hear about them. 
Office Depot 
• Office Depot offers a program called 5% 

Back to School Program (BSP). In the 
BSP, all you need to do is shop at Office 
Depot, provide our schoolôs ID number, 
70017483, each time you make a purchase, 
and they will award DSA 5% of the 
qualifying purchases in merchandise credit.  

Qwest 
• Qwest For Education provided schools 

with a 1% back program to schools. When 
residential customers sign up for Paperless 
Billing and AutoPay Electronic Funds 
Transfer, 1% of your monthly bill can be 
dedicated to DSA. Go to www.qwest.com/
onepercent to enroll. 

Direct TV 
• If you have or are planning on getting 

Direct TV, call 888-388-4724 and signup 
for a one-year extension or package and 
DSA will receive $100 for new customers 
or $50 for existing customers. Our School 
Code is: A1322 

Box Tops for Education 
• Bring your Box Tops for Education in to 

DSA and we will receive 10 cents for each, 
paid directly to the school. If you visit 
www.boxtops4education.com/marketplace  
we can earn even more bonus points.  

Target  
• If you have a REDcard credit account 

(Target Visa or Target Credit card) you can 
call 800-316-6142 or visit them on line at 
www.target.com/tcoe to enroll your card in 
the program. You designate DSA as your 
school and every time you use your card, 
DSA will earn 1% of your purchase. There 
is no limit and they pay the school directly. 
If you donôt have a card, but shop at Target 

regularly, 
consider getting 
the Target Check Card, which acts like a 
debit card. DSA benefits in the exact 
same way. 

Grocery Stores 
• All of the major grocery store chains have 

ñgive backò programs. Be sure you 
specify DSA on your club card or that 
your local store has us listed as one of 
their schools. Let us know if you need our 
help with this. 

Chairlifts 
• As you may have seen, we have a number 

of chairlifts outside of the Quebec 
entrance of the building. The chairs are 
from Snowmass Sheer Bliss and are the 
last of the ñRomance Chairsò. The 
chairlifts have been donated to us by 
Glenn Griggs and have a suggested 
donation of $200.00, or best offer. It is a 
great memorabilia item and can be 
converted into a porch or tree swing with 
a custom bench. Mr. Griggs has 
graciously offered to customize chairs for 
interested parties. That can be worked out 
with him directly. Contact Michelle 
Ferguson in the box office to purchase 
yours. 

Corporate Matching Grants 
• Many of you who work at companies of 

every size can make donations to DSA 
that will be matched by your employer. 
Generally, all you need to do is talk to 
your Human Resource or Benefits 
Representative and they can inform you 
of the process. If a direct donation is what 
works best for you, please take a moment 
to double your donation by taking 
advantage of these programs. 

 At this point, you may be wondering 
where all of this money goes. Any donation 
that comes to DSA goes into an account that is 
designated to pay for classroom paraôs, 
technology upgrades, academic classroom 
needs, and other items that directly effect 
students and teachers at DSA. Your support 
and participation is valued and these simple 
fundraising efforts are greatly appreciated.    

 Have a great month, 
   Linée   
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Hello DSA Community.  
 There are just a few short weeks left in the year. 
As we close in on the end of the semester there are a few 
of the dates that have been spreading around that I wanted 
to verify. The middle school benchmarks will be on 
December 8th and 9th and come with a modified 
schedule (please see the website for more details). On 
December 12th we will be having our first delayed start 
day. This day will be broken up for middle school and 
high school in slightly different ways (again please refer 
to the web site for the specifics). The semester will end 
on December 18th for all students. High School students 
will have their finals on Wednesday and Thursday and 
there is yet another schedule for them.  
 The late start day will provide us with an 
opportunity to have several presentations that we believe 
are critical for middle school students. The topics include 

internet safety, living green and drug and alcohol 
awareness. Each of these sessions will be broken into 35 
minute presentations with a 15 minute Q & A. 
I am also hoping the new e-mailer that is being sent out is 
much more efficient in delivery of its message regarding 
failed assignments and missing assignments. Since the 
failed assignments are now only being sent in the week in 
which they were data entered, you are no longer receiving 
them multiple times. You will still receive items that are 
missing for the nine-week grading period.  
 
Thank you all and have a safe and wonderful holiday 
season. 
 
   Peter Castillo 
 

TIPS FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS 
 
Tips for Students: 
♦ Get off to a good start each semester 
♦ Keep focused on your goals and aspirations 
♦ Choose your courses carefully and donôt wait until your senior year to think about what youôre going to 

do after you graduate 
♦ Think about the consequences of what youôre doing 
♦ Ask for help when you need it. 
♦ Donôt slack and put off doing assignments and preparing for tests.  Remember your GPA! 
♦ Donôt wish your high school years away, it goes really fast.  Enjoy it. 
 
Tips for Parents: 
♦ At the beginning of each semester, sit down with your son or daughter and together set realistic 

academic goals for that semester 
♦ Encourage your child to be involved in extracurricular activities, and show your support by attending 

performances 
♦ Make sure that your child understands that he/she is expected to be in school, on time, every day 
♦ Log on to Infinite Campus and check your child's attendance and progress on a regular basis 
♦ Realize that itôs your childôs responsibility to be in school every day, to follow school rules, to get 

homework done, and to prepare for tests. 
♦ Make sure that your son or daughter is not spending too much time on the phone, playing computer 

games, or watching TV.  Also make sure that a job doesnôt interfere with school and getting enough 
sleep. 

♦ Talk to your child about whatôs happening in school and be a good listener. 

Savannah College of Art & Design 
Summer Programs 

♦ June 20 - 25:   
     Pre College program for high school         
 seniors 
♦ Summer Seminars/Workshops:   
 4 week long sessions in Savannah,  
 2 week long sessions in Atlanta 
 
For more info go to www.scad.edu/summer  

Bronfman Youth Fellowships in Israel 
 
 

      This program selects 26 students (must be 16 
years of age by the end of June, 2009) to 
participate in a five week program to study and 
experience Judaism and the Jewish world with the 
mission of cultivating Jewish leaders guided by 
learning, the promotion of pluralism in the Jewish 
community, fostering engagement between North 
America and Isarel and social responsibility. 
     Apply online at www.bronfman.org or write to 
The Bronfman Youth Fellowships in Israel, 163 
Delaware Avenue, Ste. 102, Delmar, NY 12054 
(518) 475-7207.   
 

Application postmark deadline is January 20, 2009. 

Science Expeditions to Alaska 
Conifer High School science teachers have been running these 
expeditions since 2000.  They are now offering these amazing 
experiences to all Colorado High School students.  Some of the 
things they do are grizzly bear ecology, wolf pack ecology, 

wilderness leadership, climate change research, coal marine biology, salmon fish and 
release and much more!  If you are interested contact Greg Manier at (303) 842-6594 for 
more information.   

An introductory free pilates class will be held on January 26th 

at 3:00pm in the Fitness room at DSA.  The class will be taught 

by Betty Charney, a Physical Mind certified Pilates instructor.  

Come ready to move, wearing comfortable exercise clothes.  

Bring a yoga mat or a towel.  Classes will continue on Mondays, 

beginning February 2nd from 3:00 - 3:50pm.  The 6 week 

session is $5 per class or $25 for all 6 classes.   

The class is open to adults and students in the DSA community. 
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DSA REPRESENTED BY 13 Middle School STUDENTS 

IN THE  2008 CITYWIDE CHOIR 
 
In addition to our 24 high school students who participated in the DPS Citywide Honor Choir, further 
congratulations to our 13 middle school DSA Vocal Music majors for their successful audition and 
participation.  This is the 77th Annual Honor Choir for Denver Public Schools and a time-honored 
tradition.  The rehearsals were at Manual High School on November 21st and 22nd, with a culminating 
performance at 3:00pm on Saturday.  Our own Mr. Styron conducted the Middle School Honor Choir 
this year that include the following DSA students: 
 
 Morgan Benninger    Mateo MacDonald 
 Caitlin Monaghan    Thomas Swain 
 Ashley Peters     Kahlea Khabir 
 Julia Wirth     Jessica Lewis 
 Devin Ellis     Angela McComb 
 Jesse Fitzgerald    Gracie Scott 
 
Also, flutists Georgie Sesserman and Morgan Davison from DSA accompanied the choir on a Mozart 
choral piece from ñThe Marriage of Figaroò, while Kari Day-Lucore and AJ Tapia played percussion 
instruments for the Spanish song ñPura Vidaò. 
 
 
 

  

Chorale and Bellissima will be traveling to San Francisco on April 29 - 
May 3 and will perform exchanges and clinics with Stanford University 
and the San Francisco Conservatory, as well as doing service projects at 
food banks in an urban setting.  The vocal students are currently selling 
E-books as a fundraiser to help with all their travel expenses.  The E-
books are available for $10 each  and contain valuable coupons from 
many local vendors.  Contact any high school vocal student or the 
directors to purchase one. 

 DSA½s Peace Jam chapter has grown exponentially these last few 
years and dozens of its members are concentrating on two projects 
right now.  After last year½s positive experience in bringing art to the 
students at Phillips Elementary School, they have decided to work on a 
similar project with middle school students this year. 

 Other students are working on imple enting a letter-writing campaign on behalf of 
Aung San Suu Kyi, who has been under house arrest in Burma (renamed Myanmar by the 
military junta) ever since she won a general election in 1990. 
 Peace Jam is an international organization founded in Denver twelve years ago, 
whose mission is to bring youth together with Nobel Peace Prize Laureates, including Des-
mond Tutu, the Dalai Lama, Oscar Arias and many others in an effort to spread peace at a 
local and a global level.  Two years ago, these Laureates issued a global call to action. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


