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Hello, DSA Community,

| hope fall has been good to you! This
month has been jam packed with
events and happenings, and we have
been busy on many fronts.

To the news:

The community meeting of
Monday, November 3 was attended by
33 parents and some Collaborative
School Committee representatives.
We discussed a multitude of issues
and Michael Simmons, the district
coordinator of all CSCis, was there to
help with our process. Communication,
PTSO and parent representatives, the
formation of study groups, and issues
regarding CU Succeed classes were
some of the issues that surfaced. We
are now in the process of collating the
guestions and posting answers in the
FAQ area on the website. We are also
looking at establishing study groups to
look at our communication practices,
the CU Succeed program, and/or some
of the other issues that were brought
up. The CSC will we looking at some of
the issues and determining the focus
and duration of these groups in this
and the next few months.

| have met with the National Honor
Society officers and student body to
have a round table discussion
regarding community service. It was
exciting to work with this group and out
of this meeting came some wonderful
suggestions on improving the flow of
information between us. We will be
creating a student body email list and
they will be receiving the newsletter
and any other communication that has
traditionally gone to parents. This will
keep them informed in real time. We
are also considering ways in which
they, the NHS, and the newly
resurrected Student Counsel can
function more effectively with me
working on school improvement

initiatives.

Please continue
to monitor your
studentis progress through the parent
portal. It is critical that we all work
together to ensure all student success. |
am aware that many who are struggling
continue to not take advantage of after
school help. Those that have and
continue to participate have experienced
great progress and have seen academic
gains. | know that this extra time, focus,
and structure is what many students need
to succeed. If your student would benefit
from this assistance, please let us know.
The program runs on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 3-4:50 p.m.

Challenge Day had a Halloween
event that was great fun. It is so
wonderful that a program that is so
focused on improving school climate and
culture has taken such a visible role in our
community. | applaud the efforts of all of
those involved and express my thanks for
your continued support of DSA students.

CSAP testing is closer that we
think. | want to again ask for donations of
snhacks for our students. Last year the
donations were just right for the entire
testing window. | hope that we can work
together again to support our students
through this intense testing period. We
hope to start receiving donations in early
January.

It has been wonderful to run into
many of you at events and in the Denver
community. Please, donit hesitate to
contact me, or the administrative team, if
you have any issues or questions we may
help you with.

Have a great month,

Linée
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Dear DSA Community,

October was a busy month in the counseling office
beginning with the DPS College Fair held at John F
Kennedy High School. This is a great fair with many, many
universities in attendance. For the first year, we offered
transportation via a school bus to sophomores, juniors,
seniors and their families. Although, we did not fill the bus,
I would like to continue this service in the future if there is
interest. It was so gratifying to hear from college recruiters
in the days following the fair of how impressed they were
with our students. Two colleges that had not previously
scheduled campus visits, put us on their roster after their
interactions with DSA students at the fair!

On October 15", the juniors took the PSAT. For
most of the students, it was the first official national
standardized test that they have ever experienced. We are so
fortunate to be able to use the auditorium at Johnson &
Wales which is a great testing space. Many of the students
commented on how collegiate it felt, which brought them a
sense of excitement as they visualized future college
classes. The testing itself went smoothly; | think the
formality and strict procedures of the test were a little
surprising to some of the students, but they all did so well
with it. They now definitely possess an understanding of
how to prepare and what to expect for the many
standardized tests that they will face in the years to come.
We look forward to receiving their results in December.
Thank you to parent Leslie Yelland for volunteering to

From (e cesk of Helaine Marserrys

recruiters over the month. Ms. Jackson always has the schedule
posted in the counseling office, on the DSA website, and
emails them to seniors. Many upper level teachers also post
these schedules in their classrooms. Although the time
recruiters spend on a campus visit is limited, if parents want to
meet with them, they would be more than happy to meet with
you as well as the students. If you spot a school on the schedule
that you would like to know more about, you are welcome to;
You can contact Colleen Jackson at 720-424-1709 or the
college rep directly to confirm times (although we have no
control if they arrive late, etc).

check the counseling section of the DSA webpage. The
counselorsd section can be found under the fistudentso tab.
There are lists of scholarships available in the counseling office
in addition to that schedule of college recruitment visits
mentioned above. 16m happy to report that many of the seniors
have completed their application process! If you would like to
meet with Robin Russel from the Denver Scholarship
Foundation but have not done so yet, she will be her two more
times this semester. Sheds an amazing resource! Her email
address is rrussel@denversholarship.org and there are sign up
sheets on the counseling office door.

College Investis iCounselor of the Month!d

part of DSA!
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Webve had countless campus visits by college

In closing, 16d like to remind parents of seniors to

Congratulations to Mrs. Knopf for being named

Happy Thanksgiving to you all! 16m so grateful to be a

proctor with us!

Helaine Marberry

EiomitheYdeslidof @@ﬁ@ Castillon

Hello DSA Community!

The world of information has
been very exciting the last few
weeks. | would like to open up
by talking about the IC
messenger. The auto messenger
has been tweaked a little bit so
that only missing assignments
will be sent on a multi-week
basis, meaning if the assignment
was not turned in it will pop up
again on the email. The failing
assignments should only be
going out in the week that they
were input into the system. The
email communication and the
website have been linked.
Jonathan Howard will now have a
roll of the email communication

and it will appear
webpage in the same format.

As we get closer to the end of
the calendar year there are two
things that come to the front
page, auditions and semester
grades!

If you know of anyone
interested in having their student
attend DSA please remind them
of the pre-audition meetings and
to visit our website athttp://
dsa.dpsk12.org/ .

The semester will officially
close on December 18th however
report cards (for middle school)
or unofficial transcripts (for HS)
will not be available until the
second week of January. All

information will be updated and
in IC prior to the end of the day
on December 19th for your portal
review.

Finals will be on December
17th and 18th with a schedule to
be sent out shortly.

Over the next few weeks,
please enjoy the holidays, the
shopping and the time that you
will get to share with your family!

Pete Castillo
Assistant Principal

N
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ATTENITON ALL JUNIOKS SAT/ACT TESTING
There will be a mandatory Junior Meeting on Tuesday, Decemb er

9, 2008 at 1:00 p.m. in the Concert Hall SAT Testing Dates:

12/6 (registration deadline extended to 11/19)
ATTENTION ALI PARFNTS OF JUNIORS 1/24 (registration deadline 12/26)
Thare will be 3 meating for parents of Juniors Tuesday, )
December 3, 2008 &t 6:00 p.m. in the LM C (Library) ACT Testing Date:
12/13 (registration deadline 11/20)

FUNDR#ISIN

Qwest has begun a uniqgue and innovative program that will mean
additional funding for our schools! Itis called the Qwest 01% Back
5 to Schoolsé program, and itis an easy way for Qwest customers to

Q ‘ help make a positive difference in education. Simply putfwhen
Qwestis residential customers sign up for Paperless Billing and

AutoPay Electronic Funds Transfer, they can direct an amount

Qwest equivalent to one percent of their monthly bill to any school district
For Education within Qwestis 14-state residential-service territory. All a
customer has to do is go to gwest.com/onepercent to enroll. Itis
that simple!!!

DO Z100- 22000 ALDITIONS

The audition process for next year is upon us! The schedule of MANDATORY pre-
audition meetings are as follows:

December 1, 6-8pm December 2, 6-8pm December 8, 6-8pm

Orchestra - Concert Hall Creative Writing* - Library Vocal Music - Concert Hall

Band - Concert Hall Stagecraft & Design - Schomp Theatre - Schomp Theatre

Visual Arts - Schomp Theatre Dance - Concert Hall Video Cinema - Library
Piano - D103

*Creative Writing has a mandatory free write component scheduled for December 13th from 9am-noon.
Sessions are one hour long. More details of this will be given at the Creative Writing pre-audition meeting
on December 2nd.

If you know of interested student please remind them to check our web site for
audition information. http://dsa.dpsk12.org

N 7
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Snowsports Club

gloves, hats,

interested.

Sceclhooll Storea
Cllearancea S/ALIE

Get your holiday shopping out of the way and support DSA at the same time!!!
Spend $50 in the school store and get a FREE paint splash t-shirt.

HOODIES - $20
CAMIS - $8

Special Order black zip-up hoodies with the DSA logo on the left chest are now available.
Size Small - X Large is $25; XX Large is $30. Deadline for special orders is Wednesday,
November 26th for receipt before the holiday break.

775

Contact Leah Peer at leahpeer@gmail.com NOW to place your school store orders.

A huge thank you to Lavonne Prescott, General Manager from

Noodles & Company in Stapleton for donating all the dinners and
paper good for the teachers during parent/teacher conferences.
Be sure to let them know when you eat there that you are from
DSA and we appreciate their generosity.

Notes from the Nurse
I am thrilled to be
coordinating the
DSA Snowsports
Club. We are in the
final planning
stages for the
upcoming season
and need your help.

We are looking for donations of

jackets, pants, ski

equipment and of course cash or
discount cards. Your donations
will make it possible to bring this
program to ALL students who are

Thanks in advance for your help!

Dawn McCallum RN MSN
dawn mccallum@dpskl2.org

\\ 7204241712

Denver School of the Arts \\

THE DATE IS SET FOR
PROMVbu.

Friday, May 8, 2009 at the
Chateaux at Fox Meadows
Broomfield, Colorado
(near Legacy High School)

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS NOW
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RYAN BROWN - Creative Writing Class of 07
Check out the writing of Ryan Brown in The Denver Post.
She has become one of the fiColorado Voiceso columnists.

GABE EBERT - Theatre Class of 05
Gabe Ebert was part of a student ensemble that performed at
Carnegie Hall in the 118th Gala season opening. This season is
devoted to the music of Leonard Bernstein. Gabe and his

ensemble sang and performed fiGee, Office Krupked from West
Side Story.

i W ).

Max Donaldson, part comic, part
showman, historian, and entertainer

memorable American celebrities.

This unique assemblage of historical
trivia, of the famous and infamous,
began in 2001 when Max discovered an
engraving error on the tombstone of jazz

VIDEO CINEMA FILMFEST

The Video Cinema Arts department is
holding a two day film festival on
Thursday and Friday, December 11th
and 12th, both at 7pm. Featured
films are based on the following

themes: foreign films, still image
films, claymation, dry erase
animation, and other live action

films. High School and Middle School
movies will be presented both nights.

g8 " National History Day Program presents

DONALDSON LIVE

annual theme and present their
findings. Students  begin the
competition on a local level and can
progress to state and national
competitions. At the national contest

who provides an unusual insight into
Americana, will be sharing his grave
rubbings and off-the-mainstream stories
of celebrities November 15th at 6pm at
DSA.

Max presents a multimedia live
show, a delightful and insightful
account of history that includes subtle
trivia along with the true stories and
myth-busting facts about a multitude of

HOUIER

saxophonist Charlie parkerfs grave in
Kansas City. The inaccuracy of fiBirddso
legacy inspired Maxds very first rubbings
(a graphic reproduction of the actual
tombstone).

This event will benefit the National
History Day program. Students in this
program are preparing for this yearfs
Natl History Day contest. The students
conduct extensive research related to an

participants have the opportunity to
win awards of up to $5,000 as well as
university scholarships.

Tickets are available now at http://
dsa.dpsk12.org/performances or
through the box office at 720-424-
1713. Tickets are $10 for adults and
$7 for students/seniors. A book
signing will follow the presentation.

Transformers

High-school student Sam Witwicky buys
his first car, who is actually the Autobot
Bumblee. Bumblebee defends Sam and his
girlfriend, Mikaela Banes from the Decepti-
con Barricade, before the other Autobots
arrive on Earth. They are searching for the
Allspark, and the war on Earth heats up as
the Decepticons attack a US military base
in Qatar. Sam and Mikaela are taken by
the top-secret agency Sector 7 to help stop
\t\he Decepticons, but when they learn the

agency also intends to destroy the Autobots,
they formulate their own plan to save the
world.
SUGGESTED DONATION: $5.00 EACH
Popcorn & H:0 available: $2.00

This movie is rated PG-13. If you are 13 years
old or younger you are required to have a per-
mission slip signed by a parent/guardian to at-
tend. Permission slips are available in the

main office!! //
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DSA REPRESENTED BY 28 STUDENTS IN THE

2008 CITYWIDE CHOIR

Congratulations to the following vocal music students who were selected to be part of
the Citywide Choir in 2008 performing on November 22 at Manual HS.

Shanelle Cardon Kayla Parker Terra Salazar

Tallis Loy Katie Solko Rachel Park (alternate)
Amanda McCoo Kailey Marshall Anna Brown

Katie Rogers Jubilee Davis (Alternate) Madeleine Overly
Myrisa Garcia Ryan Foo Taylor Miller

Kari Day Lucore Wyatt Manobla Tomas Lopez

Tia Owens Matt Chesson Eddie Rousseau
Shannon Patilla Mircea Mosely Tyler Cress

Lauryn Romaine Drew Jonsen David Pritchett

AJ Tapia

COLORADO ALLSTATE CHOIR SELECTIONS ANNOUNCED
32 DSA juniors and seniors from vocal music auditioned for the 2009 Allstate Choir and 19
were selected. The students are assigned to either the menis choir, womenis choir, or the
mixed choir and will perform with choirs of approximately 150 students from around the state.
19 DSA students tie the record from 2005 and 2008. Allstate performances will be held in Fort
Collins on February 3rd. Congratulations to the following students:

WOMEN{(S CHOIR MIXED CHOIR MEN(S CHOIR
Joslin Graves Rachel Beninghof* Matthew Chesson
Emily Jacobs Shanelle Cardon Ryan Foo
Madeleine Overly* Shayna Goldstein* Wyatt Manobla
Kayla Parker Vain Lang*
Shannon Patilla Julian Ramirez
Emily Valenzuela Isabella Shaw* * 2nd year Allstater
Blair Whiteside Sierra Voss
Zoey Ybarra Julie Zorilla*
CHRISTMAS CAROLING AVAILABLE
Small groups of 3 to 5 high a capella. of singing and
school students from vocal music All  performances are all honorariums
are available for Christmas fundraisers for the studentsi vocal are tax
carolin at corporate parties and/ training and various performance deductible.
or meetings, private parties, trips taken by the DSA vocal For more information or to book a
special functions, or gatherings. department throughout the year. group, contact Michelle Cardon at
Songs are traditional Christmas The recommended contribution is 303 - 455 - 5232 or

selections and will be performed approximately $250 for two hours michelle_crdn@yahoo.com.

The Vocal Music department is selling E-books until December 15th to
raise funds. This book contains valuable coupons for many retailers in the

O @@ @ area. Visit http://eduproject.com for more info on the coupons. Books sell
for $10 each. Contact a vocal student to purchase one.

a\ 8
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