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Hello DSA Community,

SPECIAL POINTS | Welcome to the second month of the new
OF INTEREST: school year!
. CSAPis are here We are off to a great start and there is
much news to share. Letis start with a big
+  JUNIOR MEETING welcome to all new students and parents. We

are so happy to have you with us. Weid like
to invite you to attend Parent Teacher
Conferences to get to know us all better. For

. Box Office NEWS all our returning students and families, we are
all glad you are back and look forward to
working with you.

. Senior Senators
Announced

To the news:
We started the year with a parent survey

at registration to gather input on the
improvements we have made to our
communications and the registration process,

INSIDE THIS
ISSUE:

as well as provide input on how to further
Counseling News 3 improve registration/counseling services. We
also included questions regarding the DSA
discipline policy and our school performance
CSAPis are here 3 schedules to see what your thoughts were
there. The feedback was positive and the
open response questions gave us much to
think about. | thank all of you who took the
time to provide us with this valuable

5 information. The results have been posted on
the DSA website, if you are interested in seeing
the statistical breakdown. And, by the way,

Fundraising 4

PTSO Needs your
Help

Notes from the

Nurse 5 we will continue to use short surveys as a
vehicle for feedback. We really value your
input.

Class of 2009 Info 6 | am happy to report that our second
annual DSA Staff Showcase and silent auction
Ushers/House Mgrs 7 was a fantastic success. A huge thanks and

congratulations to all of those who performed
and offered generous donations to the
auction. Without your support we could not
have experienced such great success. Also, to
October Calendar 12 all of you who attended, your participation in

Box Office News 7

this community event is heartwarming and
appreciated beyond what | can fully express in
this letter. We all look forward to many years
of continued growth and success with this
event. If you were unable to attend, we do
have a DVD of the event available from our
online retail store.
We received generous funding for our

\ tutoring program and are happy to include it

as part of our student services. Remember,

students donit have to be failing a class to go,

all are welcome and everyone can receive
\ assistance. After working with the School

Improvement Plan, |
have decided to make
some adjustments.
Soon it will be restructured into two distinct
programs, Homework Help and Academic
Tutoring. With the Homework Help, we will still
be inviting students with Dis or less to attend in
that report week as well as be open to any and
all students who just want extra support or time.
Academic Tutoring will be specific to those
students who are referred by teachers or have
scored unsatisfactory on a CSAP area and will
benefit from added instruction. A letter will go
out shortly with all the necessary details.

Challenge Day was fantastic and seems to
continue to get better every year. For this school
year, we incorporated student leaders and will be
conducting Challenge Day events all year long.
Azar Kohzadi and André Shaw are the faculty
coordinators and have done a wonderful job with
organizing and supporting the continuation of
what is becoming a beloved DSA tradition.

Parent Teacher Conferences are just around
the corner. | want to invite everyone to attend
even if you have already met your teachers and
donit feel a pressing need. We will be conducting
mini-workshops on many issues and hope to
provide a vehicle for information exchange that is
meaningful and efficient for us all.

Finally, it is with great sadness that | officially
announce our need for reduction in staff and the
departure of Ellen Zachary and Maureen Penley.
Both have been valued members of the DSA staff
and will be very missed. We did not meet our
student projections this year and as a result faced
considerable budgetary shortfalls, making
reductions necessary. The process for selecting the
positions for these cuts was difficult for all parties
involved. | believe that the Collaborative School
Committee and the Personnel Committee acted
with the utmost professionalism and care when
making their decisions. Non-the-less, they will be
missed. Maureen can now be found at North
High School and Ellen is still waiting for an
assignment.

I look forward to running into you all at DSA
events and in the community. Please, donit
hesitate to contact me, or the administrative
team, if you have any issues or questions we may
help you with.

Have a great month,
Linée

-
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From (e cesk of Helaine Marserrys

Welcome to the 2008-2009 school year! As you can
see from the counseling schedule on the next page, we
are off and running! | would like to take this
opportunity to thank Ms. Penley for her service to DSA
and wish her well at her new school. lid also like to
extend a big welcome to Mr. Wayne Buller who is now
working with A-L seniors. He enjoyed meeting his
seniors last week. Although a change in staff may
cause some anxiety, particularly in seniors, our services
will not change. We look forward to assisting the
seniors with their post-secondary plans. We know it
can be a stressful time, but are here to help.

To kick off this process, we held the senior
class meeting and senior parent meeting on September
9th. During these meetings, procedures for the college
application/admissions, guidance in using resources
such as College in Colorado, as well as financial aid
information were reviewed. 1id also like to thank Maria
Elena Rivera and Shelby Burnette from College in
Colorado (CIC) and Robin Russel and Rana Tarkenton
from the Denver Scholarship Foundation (DSF) for their
continued support of our students and their very
informative presentations. Looking ahead, the DSF will
also be at DSA offering guidance on filling out the
FAFSA with parents of seniors in February. We will let
you know the exact date as soon as possible.

lid like to also extend our gratitude to Gully
Stanford from CIC and Rana Tarkenton from DSF for
being a part of Back to School Night. I hope many of
you took the opportunity to speak with them about
their wonderful programs and how they assist our
students.

For juniors, we will have a junior class meeting and
junior parent meeting on December 9th to discuss
preparing for future options as the senior year
approaches.

As many of you know, Mrs. Knopf will be having
knee replacement the first week of October. We wish
her a speedy recovery! If you need to contact her,
please call Ms. Jackson at 720-424-1709, and she will

connect you. You may email Mrs. Knopf as well at
tana_knopf@dpsk12.org. We are thrilled to welcome
Brandy Qualls who will be interning in the counseling
office in October.

In non-counseling news...this summer | was
privileged to accompany our History Day finalists to
National History Day at the University of Maryland, as
well as 47 theatre and stagecraft students to Scotland
for the Fringe Festival in August. Wow! Where do |
start? Last year was my first exposure to the History
Day program, and | couldnit be more impressed. Clare,
Emily, Gwenllian, Kristian, Maggie T., Shannon, Dylan,
Fiona, Huan, lan, Phillip, Kiko, Vangie, Bryan, Mara,
lan, Caitlin, Maggie M., Matthew, Kevin, Corey, and
Sammie éthank you for teaching me! You are bringing
history to life in wonderfully creative ways! Kudos to
Barb Allen, Leni Arnett, and Ed Glassman for their
commitment to this program; your expertise and
dedication to our students certainly created a
powerhouse at College Park! For those of you who
have never experienced History Day, | urge you to
attend the district and/or state competitions this school
year.

Although, I canit list the 45 students here, lid like to
congratulate our theatre and stagecraft students on
their well deserved 4 star rating at the Fringe Festival.
The production of fiThe Inconvenient Truthso is such a
testament to the limitless potential of our students and
to youth in general. You made me so proud to be an
educator and so proud to be part of DSA. Thank you to
Shawn Hann, all of the overworked chaperones, those
who helped with all of the fundraising, those who
donated, etc.-without you, this could not have
happened. Once again, our students are making quite
a name for themselves, and on an international stage!

Please note all the counseling and school-wide
fundraising information in this newsletter.

Have a great October!

Helaine Marberry

Zl==0,

105

We have NEW Microwaves!!!

Special thanks to Barbara Whitehead for raising the funds and
purchasing the new microwaves for our students to use in the
cafeteria. Also, thanks to all of you who contributed to this
fundraising effort making it possible for our kids to have a hot
meal brought from home!!

A\
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Students from 8 through 12th  9th Grade: 10th Grade: 11th & 12th Grade:

grade are working on MyCaps «  Sign up and create an » Beusing »  Update their post

which stand for My Career account on www.collegeincolorado.co secondary plans

Academic Plan. www.collegeincolorado.com m and checking their o Check credits on transcript

» Look at identification of career accounts «  Understand & distinguish

8th Grade: clusters o Look at post secondary aspects of personal

»  Begin to explore careers o Register for College plans statements & college
and interests Opportunity Fund «  Understanding college essays

«  Look at graduation »  Post-Secondary college entrance requirements » Have an understanding of
requirements exploration & requirements »  Understanding transcripts the ACT, SAT, SAT Il

«  View pre-collegiate & post- «  Understanding graduation & graduation requirements ASVAB and Accuplacer
secondary programs requirements o Pick 6 colleges or »  Have an understanding of

«  Sign up and create an « Inspring: add understanding universities to explore the application process and
account on a transcript, college entrance how to apply to college

www.collegeincolorado.com requirements & finding the

right post secondary institution

CSAPQS are here

ATTENTION JUNIORSD
Colorado Student Assessment Program,

more commonly known as CSAP tests, are
in. Please arrange to pick them up BEFORE
Tuesday, October 28th from Ms. Wells in

The PSAT testing is on

\{\éiﬂneid?é’o OcPtlober the counseling office between 7:30amf
. at f-svam. ease 12:20pm or 1:30pmii2:30pm.
pick up your study

guides from Mrs. Jackson in the Coun-
seling Center.

: Congratulations!!
A mandatory junior class meeting will %
be Tuesday, December 9th at . National Merit Semi-finalists
1:00pm in the Concert Hall. NOTE: \ Sarah Johnson
P ch@ jﬁ% Adam Segal

Date change

National Merit Commended Students

The junior class PARENT meeting will
be that evening, Tuesday, December
9th at 6:00pm. NOTE: Date Change

Erick Brockbank
Hope Broyles

Paul Hamilton-Pennell
Rachel Spidell
Magdalen Thulson

National Achievement
Scholarship Program Student
Isabella Shaw
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DIRECTV GOES @
TDO SCHOOL -
D IRE c 1v .1 To Order Call: 888-388-4724
& School

S Our School Code: A1322

DIRECTV4Schools Makes Dollars and Sense
Help us earn the funds we need for the 2008-2009 school year! All you
need to do call the number above, signup for one year of the DIRECTV
package of your choice, give them our school code and our school will
earn $100 for new customers or $50 for existing customers.

SPREAD THE WORD.
Tell you friends and family today!

el = 10C to DSA
P EpucATION|
Be sure to tear these little Box Tops for Education from your groceries. They are
worth 10 cents each paid directly to the school. Collect them and bring them in to the
main office. How simple is that!! You can also shop online from

www.boxtops4education.com/marketplace to earn even more bonus points. Check
out all the participating merchants on their website.

HELP NEEDED:

We are looking for a volunteer to coordinate this awesome fundraiser. If you can
help, please contact Ms. Marberry at helaine_marberry@dpsk12.org.

® TAKE CHARGE OF EDUCATION -
Help us help 1% of every purChase for DSA

our school.

All you need is a REDcard credit account (Target Visa Credit
Card or Target Credit card). Then simply call 1-800-316-6142
or visit Target.com/tcoe to enroll and designate DSA as your
school and each time you use your card DSA will earn 1% of
your purchase! There is no limit to the amount you can
contribute or the school can earn!!

If you dondt have a credit account, consider getting the Target
Check Card which acts like a debit card by connecting it to an
existing checking account. You can apply for this card at your
local Target store. The same benefits will apply!!!
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An Opperwnity to Serve Your Child's Sehool

You as a parent of a student of the
Denver School of the Arts are needed
and wanted! The Parent Teacher
Student Organization (PTSO) is trying
to build more community within DSA.
When you registered your student in
school, you as a parent, signed a form
stating you would volunteer 20 hours
during the 2008-2009 school year.

This is a call for help. As a parent
who has served within the arts major
of my daughter, the PTSO and CSC it
seems that the same handful or so of
parents keep showing up to fill in the
gaps at school events. We say to
ourselves year after year, fiwhere are
the other parents?0

RiliSO)

Yes, we have busy lives, which
demand our attention, time and
financial resources pulling us in many
directions. These are precious years
while our kids are growing and
learning to express who they are in the
world as they transition from children
to incredible adults and we as parents
desire to make the most of it. To
paraphrase a famous quote, fiAsk not
what your school can do for you, but
what you can do for your schoolo.

Colorado is 48th of 50 in the United
States in receiving money for
education. We are 49th in the 50
states in receiving funding in the arts.
How do we make up this gap? Only

-

in spirit of volunteerism, can we all
share our time and energy to make up
the difference for our school and our
kids. Yes, we can make a difference.
Find an event within your arts major,
another arts major or even academically.
Just volunteer your 20 hours. That is all
that is asked. Find a project where you
can contribute your time and energy with
a giving and open heart.

Thank you,
Lucy Phillips
a parent

Hello,

Notes from the Nurse

Please also send students with suspected pink eye
(conjunctivitis), head injuries, head lice or other urgent
needs. Students with minor headaches, stomach issues,

Welcome back to a new year. | am
the nurse here at DSA. | am excited
to be here and looking forward to
meeting everyone. | have been a
nurse for over 20 years; have a
Masters Degree and my specialties
are Pediatrics and the Emergency
Department. | have worked as a
school nurse and educator for the last 7 years. If you would
like to hear more about me please feel free to inquire.

The beginning of a new school year brings many MINOR
health concerns to mind. First, the majority of us have lost
some of our immune powers over the summer due to lack of
exposure. The first few months of school are always full of
filittled bugs the students seem to be trading back and forth.
Thus, it is important to keep students who are feeling under
the weather at home. Encourage frequent hand washing and
good nutrition especially WATER intake. If you feel your child
is avoiding school or having difficulties please contact the

counselors or advisors for further assistance with these issues.

Next | would like to give the parents, students and teachers
some guidelines regarding the health clinic here at DSA.
These are all district guidelines and can be reviewed at
anytime with me.

Reasons for students to visit the clinic:

The Five Bis

Barfing (vomiting)

Bleeding profusely (minor scrapes can be handled in the
classroom with the kits each teacher has).

Burning up (fever)
Breathing Difficulties (wheezing, shortness of breath)
Broken Bones

tiredness and/or colds can visit the restroom, put heads
on the desk, and/or drink fluids. If they continue to
complain after a brief rest then send to clinic.

If your student complains at home please keep them
there as we do not have adequate facilities for students to
firestd at school. Students with fever, excessive runny nose,
frequent cough, vomiting/diarrhea or other disruptive issues
should not be sent to school. This creates congestion in the
clinic, disruption of the educational process in the classroom
and misuse of valuable educational time.

Already this year | have had a large amount of female students
with complaints of menstruation issues. Please talk with your
daughters about being properly prepared, taking meds before
coming to school and if you feel they will need medication at
school have the paperwork completed.

ALL students MUST report to class and receive a
pass to the clinic unless it is an emergency. This will ensure
that all students are accounted for should there be a school
wide emergency. Please review this policy with your students
so that all understand the importance of knowing there
whereabouts.

There will be hearing, vision and height & weight
screenings done throughout the year for various groups of
students. If there is an issue with your student you will be
contacted. Please let me know if you have any of these types
of concerns for your child.

If you have any questions or concerns please feel
free to contact me at the information below.

Sincerely,
Dawn McCallum RN MSN

dawn_mccallum@dpsk12.org
720-424-1712

//sn.b.w N

//
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DATES TO REMEMBER

October 4 - Deadline for Jostens to receive
your Senior Graduation Ring order to
guarantee its delivery with the entire class.
October 20 - Mandatory Senior Meeting with
Jostens to discuss graduation expectations
and procedures as well as distribute info on
ordering your diploma, cap & gown and
graduation announcements (period 4 in the
concert hall)

October 23 & 24 - Student order days on
campus for your cap & gown and graduation
announcements.

November 8 - deadline for Jostens to receive
your total graduation order and still be
included in the Group Order.

Before Winter Break - Delivery of Senior
graduation rings.

Mid March - delivery of your graduation
announcements and senior accessories.

May 15th - Senior check out day

May 19th - GRADUATION at the Ellie
Caulkins Opera House @ 7pm

S GFF 208

Info

J Senior year is FULL of information and requirements to get you to AND past your
B\ graduation day. E-mail is our primary means of communication to keep you informed.
! If you are not receiving e-mails, please be sure you have filled out a senior
information form and return it to your counselor or Mrs. Ferguson in the box office.
PARENTS you are welcome to be included in this e-mail communication by sending a

Denver School of the Arts\\

message to michelle_ferguson@dpsk12.org and request to be added to the list.

DQ;ITE-TE:I‘\Q."LJ,-/ “

Scholarship

Ms. Robin Russel who is with the Denver
Scholarship Foundation will be at DSA to work with
seniors on college applications, financial aid and
scholarships as needed.

On October 8th, Ms. Russel with be meeting with
the Future Options class and Ms. Threetls period 4
class. She will then be available the rest of the day
(8am - 4:30pm) to see students. Please sign up with
Mrs. Jackson to receive a pass to see her.

Ms. Russel has also scheduled to work with
students on October 22nd from 12:30pm - 4:30pm,
November 5th from 8:00am - 4:30pm, November
19th from 12:30pm - 4:30pm and December 3rd from
8:00am - 12:00pm. She will be in A122 in the
morning and in the Counseling Center in the
afternoon.

If you have any questions about scholarships and
financial aid you may also e-mail Ms. Russel at
rrussel@denverscholarship.org at any time.

SENIOR SENATORS FOR 2009
Congratulations to the following seniors who will be representing their major as a
Senior Senator for the 2008 - 2009 school year.

TBD - (Band)

Melissa Truijillo (Dance)

Natalie Thomas (Orchestra)
Kristian Cowden (Creative Writing)
Carina Kee (Piano)

Vanessa Grant (Stagecraft & Design)
Nora Garrett (Theatre)

Kathryn Braun (Video Cinema Arts)
Tyler Judkins (Visual Arts)

Derek Kessinger (Vocal Music)







