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Preschool and Kindergarten in Denver Public Schools 
Introduction and Frequently Asked Questions 

 

DPS Is Now Offering Additional Full-Day Programs 
 
Denver Public Schools is proud to announce that it is significantly expanding the number of full-day preschool and 
kindergarten programs offered throughout the district. Contact your neighborhood school today to find out what 
programs are available. 
 

About Preschool and Kindergarten in DPS 
 
5ŜƴǾŜǊ tǳōƭƛŎ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ǇǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ and kindergarten programs prepare students to be successful throughout their 
educational career by providing exceptional experiences that foster a life-long love of learning. 5t{Ωǎ preschool program 
provides developmentally-appropriate educational services to four-year-old children in Denver (select sites serve three-
year-olds). 5t{Ωǎ ƪƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴ program provides a full educational program for five-year-olds. Both programs are 
provided in a safe, nurturing environment that promotes the physical, social, emotional, and cognitive development of 
young children while responding to the needs of families.  
 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

 
Preschoolɂp.2 

1) What will a full-day schedule look like? When will the students arrive? Leave? Eat lunch? 
2) How big will a preschool class be?   
3) When does enrollment begin? 
4) Will there be a full-time preschool program in my school? 
5) What are some of the benefits of a full-day preschool program?  
6) When should I sign my child up for preschool? 
7) How much does preschool in DPS cost? 
8) Do I have to sign up for Denver Preschool Program? ²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ƛŦ L ŘƻƴΩǘΚ 
9) I live outside the district, is the tuition rate I pay more than the rate paid by families who live in the city 

and county of Denver? 
10) Are tuition rates different for Montessori programs? 
11) Will parents have to pay more in tuition for a full-day program than they were paying for a half-day 

program? 
12) I thought if my preschooler was enrolled in Denver Preschool Program (DPP), I was going to receive a 

tuition credit? 
13) How do I know my child is in a quality program? 

Kindergartenɂp.4 
14) If my school offers the option, should my child attend full-day or half-day kindergarten? What are some 

of the benefits of a full-day program?   
15) Will tuition rates change for the 2008-2009 school year? 
16) How much does kindergarten in DPS cost?  
17) Will there be a full-time program in my school? 
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 Preschool in DPS 
 

1) What will a full-day schedule look like? When will the students arrive? Leave? Eat lunch?   
Teacher and principal advisory groups are meeting now to develop the full-day schedules for the fall.  Schools 
throughout the district vary slightly as to their start and dismissal times.  Please contact the individual school for 
information on the full-day preschool schedule. 

 
2) How big will a full-day class be?   
It will be between 16-20 students. 
 
3) When does enrollment begin? 
First round enrollment began on January 28th and will close on February 22nd. Lotteries for over-enrolled 
classrooms will be conducted at that time. Enrollment continues until most programs begin on August 18, 2008. 
Please check with the school where your child is registered to find out the exact start date of the program. 
Parents may register for preschool at any DPS school. Applications are also available online at the DPS website  
http://earlyeducation.dpsk12.org/. 
 
4) Will there be a full-time program in my school?   
A school by school list of programs is now available on the website http://earlyeducation.dpsk12.org/. 
 
5) If my school offers the option, should my child attend full-day or half-day preschool? What are some of the 

benefits of a full-day program?  
The advantages of a full-day preschool program are numerous. Full day students will gain: 

 More opportunities to develop their oral language skills, a major emphasis of the DPS program 

 More small group instruction time each day  

 Twice the indoor and outdoor high-level play opportunities  

 Readiness for the rigors of a full-length school day   
However, full day preschool may not be appropriate for every child.   
 

6) When should I sign up for preschool? 
The sooner you sign up for preschool the better. Last year about 1,000 students were placed on the waitlist 
across the district. Slots are limited and after Feb. 22nd, they are assigned on a first-come first-served basis for in-
district students. 
 
7) How much does preschool in DPS cost?   
The cost of preschool depends on your need. Free preschool is available for families that qualify. When you fill 
out an application for preschool at DPS at your school, you are automatically considered for free or reduced 
tuition. No family will pay more than $195 for half-day or $390 for full-day per month. 
 
8) 5ƻ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ 5ŜƴǾŜǊ tǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ƛŦ L ŘƻƴΩǘΚ 
Signing up for the Denver Preschool Program is mandatory and is part of the application to enroll in a DPS 
preschool. However, if you do not want to disclose financial information, you will pay full tuition, which is $195 
per month for half-day and $390 per month for full-day. 

 

http://earlyeducation.dpsk12.org/
http://earlyeducation.dpsk12.org/
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9) If I live outside the district, is the tuition rate I pay more than the rate paid by families who live in the City 
and County of Denver?   

Non-Denver residents pay the full-tuition amount which is $195 for half-day and $390 for full-day. 
 
10) Are tuition rates different for Montessori programs? 
Yes, Montessori tuition rates are different.  Please contact the Montessori you wish to have your child attend for 
more information. 
 
11) Will parents have to pay more in tuition for a full-day program than they were paying for a half-day 

program?   
Full-day tuition is twice the amount of a half day or $390 per month. 
 
12) I thought that if my preschooler was enrolled in the Denver Preschool Program (DPP), I was going to 

receive a tuition credit? 
Your current tuition rate is already being reduced by the tuition credit. In some circumstances, DPS is further 
subsidizing the tuition rate to allow us to maintain the current tuition levels. The maximum tuition rate anyone 
will pay in the district, despite income level, is $195 for half-day and $390 for full-day.  

13) How do I know my child is in a quality program? 
DPS teachers are well-qualified and must pass state certification standards. DPS prides itself in the quality of its 
early education programs. Further, DPS is beginning to use a quality rating system (Qualistar) ς in addition to 
licensing ς for early education. It measures quality in licensed early learning programs, both home and center-
based, that serve children birth to kindergarten. In the Qualistar Rating process, programs are evaluated on five 
different quality components. These components include the learning environment, family partnerships, training 
& education, adult-to-child ratios/group size, and accreditation. Additional information on each of these rating 
components can be found at http://www.qualistar.org/professionals/components.php. The goal is for all DPS 
preschool classrooms to be Qualistar rated by 2009.   

http://www.qualistar.org/professionals/components.php
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Kindergarten in DPS  
 

14) If my school offers the option, should my child attend full-day or half-day kindergarten? What are some of 
the benefits of a full-day program?   

The full day Kindergarten program offers students a full day of learning and maturing as students launch into 
their school careers. Full-day students will gain:  

 Twice the time to practice and develop their early reading, writing and mathematics skills  

 The ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŀǊǘǎ ŀnd physical 
education offerings  

 Expanded opportunities for high level play and developing social skills and oral language 
 

15) How much does full day kindergarten in DPS cost?   
The cost of kindergarten depends on your need. Free kindergarten is available for families that qualify. When 
you fill out an application for kindergarten at DPS at your school, you are automatically considered for free or 
reduced tuition. 
 
16) Will tuition rates change for the 2008-2009 school year? 
No, kindergarten tuition rates will stay the same and scholarships will continue to be available. 
 
17) Will there be a full-time program in my school?   
A school by school list of programs is now available on the DPS website http://earlyeducation.dpsk12.org/. 
 

http://earlyeducation.dpsk12.org/

