KNAPP KNIGHT NEWS

January 2009

Dear Parents,

We hope your family enjoyed the two
week Winter Break. We are excited to be
back at school!

This is an important time of the year. Our
third, fourth, and fifth grade students will
be taking the CSAP Test in February and
March. We ask for your support making sure
that you encourage your children to do their
best and show all they know! It is also vital
that students are present during the test.
Please mark these dates on your calendar:
Third Grade: 02/10/09 & 02/11/09
Third Grade: 03/03/09 & 03/04/09 &
03/10/09 & 03/11/09

Fourth Grade: 03/03/09 & 03/04/09 &

...................................................................

Important Dates

January 19 NO SCHOOL - Martin
: Luther King Day
: February 12 LATE START DAY -

School starts at 11:55 AM

. February 16 NO SCHOOL -
i Presidents’ Day
i February 17 NO SCHOOL - Parent

Teacher Conferences

. March 23 - 27 NO SCHOOL -

Spring Break

.....................................................................

03/05/09 & 03/10/09 & 03/11/09
Fifth Grade: 03/03/09 & 03/04/09 &
03/05/09 & 03/10/09 & 03/11/09 &
03/12/09

Also, remember that children need to sleep 10
hours a day! Thank you for your help and
support.

INSIDE DAYS

Cold weather will be here any day!
Make sure that students are dressed for the
weather. This means wearing winter
jackets, hats, gloves, and boots. When the
temperature is less than 30°F, students will line
up inside the building. ECE & Kinder students
line up in the front hallway, Grade 1 students
line up in the hallway outside the gym, and
students in grades 2 through 5 lines up inside
the gym. Students are not allowed to wait in
the hallways or in the classrooms for their
teachers. Thank you.

UNIFORMS

Knapp uniform policy requires that
students wear the Knapp shirt. When
students come to school without the Knapp
shirt, they receive a Discipline Referral.
Please make sure that you are complying
with the uniform policy. Thanks.

If you can donate a used shirt, we will
give you $1 off a new one. Thank You.

SAVE THESE DATES

Family Literacy Night: Thursday,
April 16" from 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM.
Snacks and prizes!

Multicultural Family Night:
Thursday, May 7™ from 5:30 PM to 7:00

PM. Pizza will be served!




Hello from third grade!

This year has gone so quickly, it is hard to believe
this is December. The students enjoyed making
their School Visitation Guide in our reading and
writing units. Now we are beginning the CSAP Prep
Unit for the first test in February. Whenever
possible, please read with your child. After you
finish, let your child discuss the main idea and details
for extra practice in comprehension.

Third graders continue to use the Everyday Math
program, and are beginning Unit 5. Students will
work on place value, whole numbers and decimals.
Please look for the Unit 5 Family Letter in your
Thursday folders. In this, you will find Do-Anytime
Activities, and fun games such as Baseball
Multiplication and Beat the Calculator. There is also
a place value chart which will be a great help to
students.

While it is important to continue good work habits
in reading and math on the winter break, we also
wish you a safe and happy time during the two week
vacation. Please let us know if you have any
questions or concerns.

News From Grade 4

The fourth Grade teachers would
like to wish everyone a Happy New Year
and wish you the best with the positive
goals you have set for you and your
family this year. As many of you
already know, CSAP testing is just
around the corner, so it's time to put
forth our best effort in showing
ourselves and the community how hard
we have been working in school. We
ask that parents/ guardians set aside a
half hour to an hour a night to work
with their children on their reading
skills. CSAP requires lots of reading in
math, writing, science and reading. It is
extremely important that when your
child is reading the directions on the
test he/she knows what to exactly do.
Some positive ways you can work with
your children is by having them read a
family recipe while you are preparing a
meal for the family, or explain to your
child step by step how you are preparing
the meal. Furthermore, have your child
read a story to a family member, and
explain what is happening in the story
and have him or her use specific
examples.

Last but not least, please
make sure your child is going to bed no
later than 9:00. It is vital that they
are well rested and ready to learn each
day. With your help and support, we
know we can help our children achieve
their dreams, making it a great world for
all of us.

With Dedication and Kindness,
The Fourth Grade team




Grade 2 News

We are in Unit 6 of the Everyday Math program.
Your child is practicing addition and subtraction in
the context of number stories.

Help your child practice adding and subtracting two
digit numbers.

Students are writing their first Non-Fiction report.
They will soon be celebrating their published piece.
Congratulate your child on a job well done.

Have your child read aloud to you every evening then
have them retell the story to you by including all

the important evenfts.

Be in bed by 8:00 every night!




Grade 1 News

Happy New Year and thanks for all you do to practice with
your child at home fo help them read everyday and to
complete homework. Learning these good habits will
encourage the children to become lifelong learners and
will boost their self-confidence as successful students.
In many of our first grade classrooms we just had our
author celebrations where our students read their
favorite how-to text that they had written and
illustrated to students from other classrooms. It was
enjoyable experience. Many of the children are becoming
much more independent readers and writers as we are
now at the middle of first gradel!

This month we are beginning new units of study in most
subjects. In reading and writing we will be introducing

non-fiction books and texts that teach all about a subject.

Students will be learning about how to do research about
a topic. Then they will write short books that uses various
features that authors use in non-fiction books, such as:

Table of Contents

Chapters that answer important key questions.

Labelled pictures and diagrams

Picture glossary
In math class we are beginning Unit 5 where we study
place value of tens and ones. Also, we will infroduce
concepts of greater than, less than, and equal fo, explore
area and weight, practice addition facts and number
stories.
Inour English Language Development(ELD) time we are
studying the unit Everyone Needs a Home with emphasis
on vocabulary about types of houses and household items,
expressing wants and needs and asking and answering
questions.
January is the month where our students are assessed in
various subjects to track progress and guide our
instruction. Please help your child do his or her best by
ensuring they get plenty of sleep and a good breakfast at
home or at school in the cafeteria. Also, please check the
weather forecast each day so that your child wears
appropriate clothes for going outside for recess as the
winter weather permits.
Lastly, check your child's backpack each day and be
looking for a letter from his/her teacher on what supplies
may be running out in class. Our kids have been working
so hard that they may need additional writing or drawing
supplies or other items that they use daily in class.

Grade 5

The fifth grade has
been working hard
through the snow and
crazy weather! We
started our poetry unit
before winter vacation
and are now finishing
that up in both reading
and writing. We have
learned various
structures of poems like
haikus, couplets,
quatrains, and
acrostics. We have also
been practicing many
types of figurative
language like similes,
metaphors, and
personification. It has
been so much fun
writing our own poems!
In math, fractions have
been our main focus for
the last few units. We
have learned how to
find equivalent
fractions, adding
fractions with like and
unlike denominators,
and now we are starting
to focus more on
graphing. We are
excited with our
progress and we are
determined to keep
working hard!
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News from P.E. / Dance News

I have many fun activities planned for this

News from the Computer Lab

New Year 2009. In January and February
the P.E. classes will be having fun will Bowling,
Hockey, Scooters, Chinese Jump Rope, Long
Ropes, and Dance. Ask your child if they have
Physical Education this week and if they are
Bowling, if you can - come Bowl with them!
The Hannah Kahn Dance Company will be
working with us again for the second half of
the year. Dance workshops are schedules for
Kindergarten thru 2nd grade. This wonderful
experience will conclude with a school wide
performance in May. The first set of
workshops for 3rd thru 5th grades went very
well the first half of the year.

Don't forget tennis shoes are still required for

Welcome back!

Kindergarteners have been busy using the
computer to practice counting and adding
numbers. They also created symmetrical
butterflies! First Graders are learning how to
write sentences, how to make capital letters, and
how to add punctuation at the end of the
sentences. Second Graders have been using
the Everyday Math website to practice their
math skills. If you have a computer and Internet
access, your child can play these math games at
home as well. If you'd like more information,
please call me (303-935-4663) or email me at
suzanne_schreyer@dpskl2.org.

all our activities.

-Mrs. Schreyer

=Mrs. Field

News from the Art Room

The primary grades recently completed an
assemblage project - objects or creatures that fly.
The challenge was to visualize and create a skeletal
structure out of craft sticks. Students embellished
their projects with a variety of materials including
tissue paper, yarn and buttons.

Speaking of creatures, the Denver Dumb Friends
League presentation was a big hit. Students
learned how to respect and take care of their
animal friends. When it's cold out, be sure to keep
your pefts inside. House cats especially live much
longer and healthier lives. Just ask my cat, Luisa.
She's 20 years old!

FROM THE HEALTH CLINIC

DENTAL PROGRAMS COME TO
KNAPP!!

The KIND (Kids In Need of Dentistry)-
Miles for Smiles program will be at
Knapp for the month of January. The
Miles for Smiles bus is a fully equipped
dental office that will see school age
children for routine dental care as well as
dental treatments. They accept both
Medicaid and CHP+. If you do not have
dental insurance, there is a sliding scale
that makes the care very affordable.
Many of you filled out “blue” forms
requesting care and you will be
contacted directly for an appointment.
You can also stop by the bus to set up
an appointment. Chopper Topper, a
dental sealant program, will be at Knapp
the first week of February to apply free
sealant on six year molars for all second
grade students. Permission slips will be
coming home soon.




