CSC Minutes January 17th 2008

In attendance: Susan Jenkins, Bernadette Baca, Angela Hawkins, Jessica Dapper, Leslie Dawe, Beth Ellsworth. Melinda Bowers, Tom Wegs, Marilyn Martin, Cecilia Nelson, Fred Franko. Harry Calomeris, Patricia Vaughn, Renee Levy, Beth Gershman, Teresa Klava

Principal Report

1st /2nd grade combined classes

School improvement and standards are being evaluated district wise.  The new grade level science requirements necessitate we look at a straight grade level classroom configuration; no longer joining the 1st and 2nd.   There is no decision yet and as it is a professional decision based on curriculum, it is not something that the CSC will decide. Dr. Potts will keep us updated.   From a staffing stand point we feel it will work out evenly.  This has been discussed with staff in the 1st/2nd grade classrooms. Dr. Potts will make a decision in the next few weeks and it will be directly communicated to the community it effects.  It will be for the next school year 08/09.

Professional Development

Professional development workshops have begun.  For the next 4 staff meetings staff will break out into different groups and work on various areas. One area is guided reading.  The 1st and 2nd, 3rd, and the speech and language staff are studying to help youngest kids with guided reading. There is a lot of inside expertise to share and the outcome will be using similar strategies across kids.  Another area is reciprocal teaching.  Dr. Potts has purchased kits to help bridge across learning comprehension.  Will use if for CSAP tutoring.   We got 2 kits because of a CSAP success grant we were awarded.   The same strategies work for the high level as well as the lower level learners.  A third area is backward lesson design.  This provides long range planning for the standards and meeting individual’s needs. A forth area is Interactive Writing using Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA2)  We can have the knowledge from one area shared with the staff across groups.

In the last staff meeting a rough outline of what CU Boulder is going to look at was presented.  Charles Elbert came and presented the results of the culture survey.  There were many questions from this regarding the middle school.  Overall the survey shows a tremendously positive trend.

We are going to have to put in an elevator that goes to the 3rd floor.  It will take about 800 sq ft. which is equal to one classroom. The architects are still evaluating how to best do this but we will be losing space.

ECE and Kindergarten classrooms

Because A and B passed, there is more money and support for full day kindergarten and ECE.  We are faced with the questions, Do we have 20 kids all day for ECE or two half days or do we dedicate another room to ECE (which we don’t have).  For many kids the whole day is beneficial to get them caught up.  It is in our future to have that option to add more kindergarten & ECE if we choose and if we have room.  

There have been 39 forms turned in and 4 want half-day.  16 are forms from people choicing in and 23 are attendance area kids.  The kindergarten open house went very well and a lot of great input.

Money is there for paying for ECE so we think DPS will have more money to pay for more scholarships – last year total of 12 scholarships were available.

Community Rep update – Patricia Vaughn lives across the street daughter went to Park Hill. She is an at risk school counselor for DPS.  She is joining us today to get a feel for the group.

Fred Franko brought up that we should find a way to recognize the previous community members who served on the board.  A few ideas were discussed but all felt that was a great idea.

Fred is working on a mapping project/gap analysis.  He is in the process of developing a resource mapping of the school comprehensively including before, during and after school activities, offerings and resources.  Once we have this we will look at how this fits or doesn’t fit with our goals as a school?   Somehow we need to layout a survey for the teachers so we can gather what tools they are using, how much time they are the putting into things i.e. independent tutoring.   Leslie offered the idea of a map on the wall similar to college mapping and everyone can add what they are doing

Teacher Survey 

The data shows very positive feedback.  The comments are extremely pertinent and should be brought into our upcoming discussions.  Under the question about the most important issue facing our school– 27 out of 50 were regarding the middle school (not all negative).  

6th grade update

We are currently faced with the challenge of having at most 15 kids going to stay at Park Hill for 6th grade from 5th.   We discussed what we may do about this small number.  One possibility is that we go down to one 6th grade for this year and see what interest there is in the next year.  Marilyn Martin brought up for discussion how this impacts specific staff, especially 6th grade teachers.

It was brought up that lots of schools are becoming K-8 within DPS so why are we different.  We discussed again the challenges of going from three rounds  of 5th grade to only 2 rounds for 6th and how from the beginning that created a non-standard K-8 model.   

There will be an upcoming Beacon presentation to staff on Jan 30th.  We will hold a constituency meeting on for staff and one for parents and community – Beacon, K-8 study will be biggest topic.

Upcoming dates

Feb 7th  from 6-7pm we will hold a constituency  meeting following the  existing CSC meeting.

Math and Literacy Night Jan 31st 6-8pm.  Children’s are invited dessert is welcome.  

We had a comment regarding recess before lunch.   The comment and follow up were turned over to Dr. Pots to evaluate.

K-8 Study – 5th  grade enrollment survey results

Ken  

Two graduate students who are working on this project overviewed their results.  Amy and Elli gave a brief summary from their survey. They started in Dec. and began with 2 emails to people for whom they had email addresses.  They also tried via the phone at least twice.  Parents were asked if their 5th graders are staying at Park Hill and why they came to the decision they did.

39 respondents out of possible 66.  So 58% response rate which is typical.

An aside: people who were harder to get a hold of were more likely to say they were staying for 6th grade.

25 people not returning  67% - 3 are moving 

21 of 22 said Overwhelmingly choose other schools for lack of programs that Park Hill can offer.

7 because of behavior issues, don’t like k-8 model and a few other responses.  

9 people were never attempted, 4 because of special needs.

11 are returning  - liked the school, liked their kids staying at the same school, liked K-8, had siblings here

1 undecided

Tonda is worried about movement of current 6th graders and current 7th. Historically we have a number people who leave from 6th to 7th.   For many reasons including staffing we need to understand the intentions of the families in the upper grades for no other reason than for planning. We discussed just doing a simple ask if anyone is leaving/ no surveys or questions just yes or no.  There is uncertainty as to attrition that may result from this process.

