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This policy is meant to provide basic information for the most common conditions and situations.  In any 
given occupancy, many other Fire and Building Code requirements may be enforced.  These will be 
addressed by the Inspector(s) during a premise inspection.  Any questions can be addressed to the 
Building and Fire Departments Inspection Sections. 
 
 
Artwork and teaching materials attached directly to the walls of school classrooms and corridors increase 
the combustible load in the building and can allow flame to spread quickly.  Because the combustibility of 
the artwork is difficult to effectively control, the quality of material, in terms of the percentage of wall 
area covered, is regulated to avoid creating a continuous combustible surface that will spread flame 
across the wall. 
 
CLASSROOM WALLS 
 
Artwork and teaching material attached directly to the school classroom walls shall be in accordance 
with the following provisions: 
 

• Classroom walls may be used to attach student artwork, other artwork and teaching materials not 
to exceed forty (40) percent of the total wall area.  The total classroom wall area is defined as 
being the height from the floor to the ceiling multiplied by the length of the wall, excluding door 
and window openings.  Each wall must be calculated on its own (i.e., the allowable area for 
artwork is not cumulative from one wall to another).  Artwork and teaching materials shall not be 
attached to any wall within three (3) feet of the exit access door.  Exterior windows and 
windows/view panels of interior exit access doors shall not be covered.  The use of crepe paper that 
is not listed a flame-resistant is prohibited. 

 
The above provisions do not apply to: 
 

• Building interior finish materials (i.e. metal lockers) 
• Artwork or teaching materials that are listed as non-combustible 
• Artwork or teaching materials that are contained within non-combustible containers or coverings 

(i.e., metal and glass display cases) 
 
EXIT CORRIDOR WALLS 
 
Exit corridor walls may be used to attach student artwork, other artwork and teaching materials not to 
exceed twenty (20) percent of the total wall area.  The total corridor wall area is defined as being the 
height from the floor to the ceiling multiplied by the length each wall, excluding door and window 
openings.  Each wall must be calculated on its own (i.e., the allowable area for artwork is not cumulative 
from one wall to another).  Artwork and teaching materials shall not be attached to any wall within three 



(3) feet of the exit access door(s).  Exterior windows and windows/view panels of interior exit access doors 
shall not be covered.  The use of crepe paper that is not listed as flame-resistant is prohibited. 
 
CEILINGS
 
Artwork and teaching materials suspended from classroom and exit corridor ceilings shall be in 
accordance with the following provisions: 
 

• The total area of materials suspended from ceilings shall be deducted from the forty (40) percent 
of wall space for classrooms and the twenty (20) percent of wall space for exit corridors. 

 
• Wires or cords used to suspend student artwork and teaching materials from the ceiling cannot be 

strung from corner to corner and cannot be strung parallel to any wall more than six (6) inches 
from the wall. 

 
• Display of student artwork and teaching materials on wires or cords perpendicular to exit 

corridor walls strung from corridor wall to corridor wall shall not form a continuous combustible 
curtain.  There shall be a minimum clearance of seven (7) feet from the floor to the lowest portion 
of the display. 

 
• Display of student artwork and teaching materials shall not impair visibility or detract attention 

from the exit sign. 
 

• No material shall be attached to light fixtures, thermal or heat detectors, light fixtures, exit signs 
or fire sprinkler heads. 

 
• It is the responsibility of Denver Public Schools Facility Management to ensure that the ceiling 

structure can support student artwork or teaching materials and that any display of student 
artwork or teaching materials does not compromise the fire protection and fire alarm and 
detection systems. 

 
Safe exit from any school building requires a safe path of escape from the fire environment.  The exits of 
the school are arranged for ready use in case of an emergency and should be sufficient to permit all 
occupants to reach a safe place.  Under no circumstances shall display of artwork and teaching materials 
interfere with the required width of, or obstruct any portion of, any exit access component. 
 
It shall be the duty and responsibility of principals and teachers to inspect all facilities daily to ensure the 
provisions of this policy are complied with.  Fire or Building Department inspectors who find a school to 
be in violation will immediately bring the violation to the attention of the school principal.  Violations 
may be directed to be corrected immediately and in no case more than 24 hours following discovery. 
 
Failure to correct the violation within the directed time period may result in the school losing the 
privilege of displaying student artwork, other artwork and teaching materials in accordance with this 
policy 
 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
Morgan R. Deane Jr.                                                                                                                                                   Date 
Director, Operations & Maintenance 


















